
NOTES.

P . I . Hujus papas.—John XXII. occupied the papal see from 1316 to
1334. He was the author of some of the earliest formal decrees against
witchcraft. The following will perhaps not be thought misplaced here :'
I give it from Binsfeld, Confessio Maleficorum, p. 612.

Extravagans Johannis XXII. contra magos magicasque superstu
liones.

Super illius specula, quamvis immeriti, ejus favente dementia, qui pri-
imim hominem humani quidem generis protoplasti, terrenis praelatum,
divinis virtutibus adornatum, conformem et consimilem imagini suae fecit,
revocavit profugum legem dando, ac demum liberavit captivum, reinvenit
perditum et redemit venditum merito suse passionis, ut contemplaremur ex
ilia super filios hominum, qui Christianas religionis cultu Deum intelligunt
et requirunt, dolenter advertimus, quod etiam cum nostrorum turbatione
viscerum cogitamus, quamplures esse solo nomine Christianos qui, relicto
primo veritatis lumine, tanta erroris caligine obnubilantur, quod cum morte
foedus ineunt et pactum faciunt cum inferno: daemonibus namque immo-
lant: hos adorant, fabricant ac fabricari procurant imagines, annulum, vel
speculum, vel phialam, vel rem quamcunque aliam magice ad dsemones
inibi alligandos, ab his petuut, responsa ab his recipiunt, et pro implendis
pravis suis desideriis auxilia postulant, pro re foetidissima foetidam ex-
hibent servitutem, (proh dolor!) hujusmodi morbus pestifer, nunc per
mundum solido amplius convalescens, successive gravius inficit Christi
gregem. Cum igitur ex debito suscepti pastoralis officii oves oberrantes
per devia teneamur ad caulas Christi reducere, et excludere a grege domi-
nico morbidas ne alias corrumpant, hoc edicto in perpetuum valituro,
de consilio fratrum nostrorum, monemus omnes et singulos renatos fonte
baptismatis, in virtute sanctae obedientise, et sub interminatione anathematis
prsecipientes eisdem, quod nullus ipsorum aliquid de perversis dictis dogma-
tibus docere ac addiscere audeat, vel, quod execrabilius est, quomodolibet
alio in aliquo illis uti. Et quia dignum est, quod hi, qui per sua opera
perversa spernunt altissimum, poenis suis pro culpis debitis percellantur:
nos in omnes et singulos, qui contra nostra saluberrima monita et mandata
facere de praedictis quicquam prasumpserint, excommunicationis sententiam
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promulgamus, quam ipsos incurrere volumus ipso facto : statuentes firmiter,
quod prseter poenas praedictas, contra tales, qui admoniti de pradictis, seu
prBedictorum aliquo, infra octo dies a munitione coinputandos praefata, a
praefatis non se correxerint, ad infligendas poenas omnes et singulas, praeter
bonorum confiscationem dumtaxat, quas de jure merentur haeretici, per
suos competentes judices procedatur. Verum cum sit expediens, quod ad
hsec tam nefanda omnis via" omnisque occasib praecludantur, de dictorum
nostrorum fratrum consilio universis praecipimus et mandamus, quod nullus
eorum libellos, scripturas quascunque de praefatis damnatis erroribus quic-
quam continentes, habere, aut tenere, vel in ipsis studere praesumat; quin
potius volumus, et in virtute sanctaa obedientis cunctis praBoipimus, quod
quicunque de scripturis prsefatis vel libellis quicquam habuerint infra octo
dierum spatium ab hujusmodi edicti nostri notitia computandum, totum et
in toto et in qualibet sui parte abolere et comburere teneantur: alioquin
yolumus, quod incurrant sententiam excommunicationis ipso facto, pro-
cessuri contra contemptores hujusmodi (cum constiterit) ad poenas alias
graviores. Datum Avinione.

Ib. Ricardo episcopo Ossoriensi.—The following is Sir James Ware's
account of Richard de Leddrede, bishop of Ossory, who acts such a
prominent part in the present history.

Richard Ledred, a Franciscan frier of London, was by mandate* from
the Pope, John the XXII. consecrated at Avignon, in 1318 [by Nicholas,
Bishop of Ostium, being advanced the year before by the same Pope. In
1320 he held a synod of his clergy ; the canons of which are extant in the
Red Book of Ossory, and are lately published by Dr.Wilkins in Concil.
torn. i i ] . In the " Annals of Ireland," published by Camden,t one meets
with an account of the troubles raised against him by Arnold Poer, Seneschal
of Kilkenny, and of those retorted back on the seneschal by him [which
deserve a fuller relation than what we meet with in the said annals; as it
discovers the temper and spirit of this prelate. In 1325 J the Lady Alice
Kettle, William Outlaw her son, and Petronil and Basil her accomplices,
were accused of witchcraft and enchantments in the spiritual court of
Ossory. Petronil was convicted and burned ; the lady and Basil fled, and
William Outlaw was held nine weeks in strict durance, and then at the
suit of the said Arnold Poer to the higher powers was delivered. But
John Clyn,* who was a frier at that time in Kilkenny, and must be sup-
posed to know the fact, plaeeth it in 1324, and says that the Lady Alice
suffered death for heresy; and observes that she was the first that ever
was known to suffer for that crime in Ireland. Be that as it will, it created

* Regist. Pont, in Wad. Ann. torn. iii. p. 63.
t Ad ann. 1325, and 1328. J Holinsh. p. 69.

. § Cljrn's Annals ad ann. 1324, . .
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ill blood between the bishop and Poer. The bishop accused him of heresy,
had him excommunicated,* and by virtue of a writ of Excommunicato
mpiendo, grounded on his certificate, he was committed prisoner to the
eastle of Dublin ; but was by most people thought to be innocent; insomuch
that Roger Outlawe, Prior of Kilmainham, who in 1328 was constituted
Justice of Ireland, shewed him some countenance, and treated him with
humanity. The bishop was enraged at this procedure, and openly accused
the justice of heresy, and for abetting Poer, and aiding him with his advice
and counsel. The justice petitioned the Privy Council for leave to purge
himself of this charge; and they ordered public proclamation to be made
for three days ; that if any person had a mind to prosecute the said justice,
they should have protection with freedom and safety to do it. But, no
body appearing, the King's writ was issued at the request of the justice, to
assemble the peers, bishops, abbots, priors, the mayors of the four cities ;
viz, Dublin, Cork, Limerick, and Waterford, as also the sheriffs, and
seneschals, the knights of shires, and the principal freemen of the city of
Dublin. When this parliament met the justice made it appear,! that the
bishop's proceedings against Poer were partial and unjust in favour of a
kinsman of the bishop, who began the quarrel with Poer; and that there-
fore the lord chief-justice only supported the cause of the oppressed. The
parliament appointed a committee % of six to examine the charge. These
were William Rodyeard dean of St. Patrick's Dublin, the abbats of
St. Thomas and St. Mary's, the prior of Christ Church, Mr. Elias
Lawless, and Mr. Peter Willeby. They examined such witnesses as were
summoned apart; and every one of them made oath, that the justice was
orthodox, a zealous champion of the faith, and ready to defend it with his
life. Upon this report of the Committee he was solemnly acquitted, and
prepared a sumptuous banquet for all his defenders. But the unfortunate
Poer died the same year, 1S31,§ under his confinement, before the matter
was fully adjusted ; and his carcass was a long time kept unburied, because
he died unassoiled. However our bishop did not escape his share of
troubles, which lay on him heavily for many years; and this accuser of
heresy was obliged to fly his country for the same crime. For he was in
his turn accused of heresy by his metropolitan, Alexander Bicknor, arch-
bishop of Dublin, and was driven to shelter himself under an appeal to the
apostolic see. I cannot fix the particular time when this happened; but
believe it was in the year 1329. For on the eighth || of June that year
King Edward III. wrote to the Pope and many of the cardinals, warning
them to take heed how they gave ear to the suggestions of Bishop Ledred;
for that he had privately fled his country, when he ought to have stood his
trial for his demerits ; and in 1331^f he wrote on the same occasion to the

* King's Collect. M.S. p. 23. f Cox, i. v. p. 208, J Collect, ut supra,
§ Cox, ibid. || Rym. torn. iv. p. 393, ^ Ibid. p. 473.
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Pope, and informed him that the bishop had declined an inquiry into his
conduct; because he was conscious of his guilt. Upon his flight in 1329
the King seised his temporalities ; but upon the mediation and earnest inter-
cession of one of the cardinals, a writ* issued for his restitution in the tenth
of May, 1331; on condition, nevertheless, that the bishop should submit
himself in person to the King, and answer at home any charge objected to
him. How long he stayed abroad, or when he returned, I have not found :
but it appears that in 1339 he had made some sort of a peace with the
King. For there issued a writ dated that yearf to Sir Thomas Charlton,
Bishop of Hereford, then Justice and Chancellor of Ireland, reciting, that
upon the information of Alexander archbishop of Dublin, by letters patent
made in the Chancery of Ireland, Richard bishop of Ossory, was ve-
hemently suspected notoriously to favour heresy, and had been cited to
appear before the said archbishop to answer ; but that he had contumaciously
absented himself: upon which several of the sheriffs and others the King's
ministers had been commanded to arrest him without delay, and to deliver
him to the archbishop to be canonically punished, notwithstanding his
episcopal dignity. The King therefore revoked and superseded the said
orders, in regard the same had been surreptitiously and erroneously ob-
tained out of the Chancery ; for that it was not lawful according to the canons
to arrest a prelate; the rather as the bishop had directly appealed to the
apostolic see from the grievances laid on him by the archbishop, and had
diligently prosecuted his appeal, as appeared by public instruments and other
evidences exhibited before the council of England.

Afterwards, in £ 1347, or 1348, having lived nine years in banishment,
" he obtained (says Clyn§) an exemption in the court of Rome from the
jurisdiction and superiority of the Archbishop of Dublin." But I think he
had no great advantage by it. [This exemption was grounded upon his
complaint to the Pope of the hard usage he had met with from the arch-
bishop, wherein it is alledged, that he had been seized by the hereticks,
and kept seventeen days in prison, and that when he was released, the
archbishop, who was notoriously known to favour the hereticks, had
stopped up all the ports to hinder him from repairing to Rome, to appeal
from his grievances, and used all his endeavours to take him prisoner.
But after the death of Archbishop Bicknor, and the promotion of John de
St. Paul to the see of Dublin, Pope Clement VI. on the 21st of July, 1351,
upon the petition of the new archbishop issued a Bull || for the restoration
of the see of Dublin to the jurisdiction and superiority which the arch-
bishops had formerly held over the see of Ossory]. In 1349 his tem-

* Ibid. p. 488.
t Rym. torn. v. p. 112. Wilk. Concil. torn. ii. p. 652.
I Annal. Min. torn. iii. ad An. 1347. Clyn ad. euud. an. § Ibid.
|| Regist. Pontif. in Wail. An. torn. ir. p. 10.
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poralities were again confiscated, or, to speak in a law phrase, seized into
the King's hands,* because he had unjustly excommunicated [William
Bromley], Treasurer of Ireland, [who was hastning in the King's debts in
the town of Kilkenny ; by which means the King's affairs were obstructed],
and had also given abusive language to the Chief Justice of the Common
Pleas, sitting in court [by telling him, he was a false traytor, and had
given false counsel to the lord justice. For which, and for many other
seditious practices he had been indicted, and by false suggestions had ob-
tained the King's pardon. But on the 20th of March, 1351, f the King
revoked and made void his pardon: because he had been subtily circum-
vented and deceived in granting it. Yet these proceedings did not humble
this prelate. For] a little after one Thomas Fitz Gilbert (as appears in
the public records) plundered and set fire to the castle of Moycobir, and
slew Hugh le Poer in it. Ledred was brought to trial as an accomplice in
the fact; and I do not find that he in any other manner purged himself than
by pleading the King's pardon. The King afterwards [as before] declared
this pardon void, as being obtained surreptitiously and by fraud. [ I am
apt to think that this and the pardon before-mentioned, and the revocation
of it, were one and the same. For that was a pardon for all homicides,
thefts, robberies, conspiracies, &c. which he had no occasion for, if it
were only to screen him from the contempts to the treasurer and justice.
But the facts are so blended together, that it is hard to separate them.]
However, about the close of the year 1354 he was received into favour;
the storm blew over, and he passed the remainder of his life in great
tranquillity. Of his beautifying the" cathedral, see before p. 399. He
obtained the King's leave for demolishing three churches without the walls,
and employed the stones in building an episcopal palace near the cathedral,
[at his own expense, in which he erected J an altar, dedicated to the three
saints, whose churches he had demolished ; and obliged the collegiate vicars
to celebrate service there, whenever the bishop should require them ; whom
he also endowed with an orchard]. He died in a very advanced age in the
year 1360 [having sat about forty-two years in this see], and was .buried
in his own church, on the Gospel side of the high altar.

P. 1. Diversis utentes sortilegiis.—In Holinshed's Chronicle of Ireland,
p. 69, we have the following account of these arts of sorcery, containing
particulars not mentioned in our text.

1323. In the eighteenth yere of King Edward II. his reigne, the Lord
John Darcie came into Ireland, and to be lord justice, and the Kings lieute*
nant there.

* King's Collect, p. 10T. t Collect. Ibid. Rot. 25 Ed. 3.
f Collect. M.S. D. 42.



46 MOTES.

The Ladie In these daies lived in the dioeesse of Ossorie the Lady
Alice Kettle Alice Kettle, whom the bishop asscited to purge herselfe of
accused of ^e fame of inchantment and witchcraft imposed unto hir
sorcene. a n ( j ^ o n e pej.ronjy g^fi Basill hir complices. She was

charged to have nightlie conference with a spirit called Robert Artisson,
to whome she sacrificed in the high waie nine red cocks and nine peacocks
eies. Also that she swept the streets of Kilkennie betweene complelne and
twilight, raking all the filth towards the doores of hir sonne William
Outlawe, murmuring secretlie with hir selfe these words:

" To the house of William my sonne,
Hie all the wealth of Kilkennie towne.

At the first conviction they abjured and did penance, but shortlie after they
were found in relapse, and then was Petronill burnt at Kilkennie, the other
twaine might not be heard of. She at the hour of hir death accused the
said William as privie to their sorceries, whome the bishop held in durance
nine weeks, forbidding his keepers to eat or to drink with him, or to speake
to him more than once in the daie. But at length, thorough the aute and
instance of Arnold le Powre then seneschall of Kilkennie, he was delivered,
and after corrupted with bribes the seneschall to persecute the bishop j so
that he thurst him into prison for three moneths. In rifling the closet of
the ladie, they found a wafer of sacramental bread, having the divels name
stamped thereon in steed of Jesus Christ, and a pipe of ointment, where-
with she greased a staffe, upon which she ambled and gallopped thorough
thicke and thin, when and in what manner she listed. This businesse
about these witches troubled all the state of Ireland the more, for that the
ladie was supported by certeine of the nobilitie, and lastlie conveied over
into England, since which time it could never be understood what became
of hir."

The following account (which appears to be at least partly the source of
that given by Holinshed) is given in the Annales Hibernige, printed by
Camden, (Britannia, Ed. 1607, p. 818) apparently a mere compilation of
the fifteenth century, and not very correct.

MCCCXXV. Richardus Lederede episcopus Ossoriensis eitavit domi-
nam Aliciam Ketyll de hasretica pravitate, et ipsam coram se comparere
fecit, et de sortilegiis examinata per inquisitionem invenit quod sortilegia
commiserat, inter quse unum fuit maleficium quod quidam daemon incubus
nomine Robyn Artysspn concubuit cum ea, et ipsa offerebat novem gallos-
rubeos apud quendam pontem lapideum in quodam quadrivio. Item, ipsam
mundare vicos Kylkennise scopis inter completorium et ignitegium, et sco-
pando sordes usque ad domum Willielmi Utlaw filii sui conjurando dixisse,
Tota felicitas KylkenniEe veniat ad domum hanc. Complices vero dictse
Aliciae et consentientes tuic miserise fuerunt Petronilla de Midia et
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Basilia filia ejusdem Petronillas. Prsefata Alicia super praedictis per in-
quisitionem foedata, episcopus earn per poenam pecuniariam punivit, et fecit
earn penitus gortilegium abjurare. Sed cum postea super eodem crimine
fuisset convicta, ipsa cum praefata Basilia fugit, et nunquam postea fuit
inventa. Dicta vero Petronilla Kilkennise fuit combusta, sed cum morti
esuet proxima, dixit quod dictus Willielmus tantum meruit mortem sicut et
ipsa, asserendo quod ipse per unum annum et diem utebatur zona diaboli
super nudum corpus suum ; unde episcopus capi fecit prsedictum Willielmum
et carceri mancipari per octo septimanas et novem in castro Kilkenny, et
decreto episcopi habuit duos homines ad ministrandum, quibus preeceptum
fuit ne loquerentur ei nisi semel in die, nee cotnederent nee biberent cum eo.
Tandem dictus Willieltnus per juramentutn domini Arnaldi Poer, senescalli
comitatus Kilkenny, fuit a carcere liberatus, et praefatus Willielmus prsedicto
Arnaldo magnam summam pecunise dedit ut praedictum episcopum incar-
ceraret. Prsedictus dominus Arnaldus fecit incarcerari praefatum episco-
pum circa tres menses. Inter res dictaB Aliciae inventa fuit quaedam hostia
in qua nomen diaboli erat scriptum. Inventa fuit etiam quaedam pixis in
qua fuit unguentum quo perungi consuevit quaedam trabes vocata cowltre,
qua peruncta posset dicta Alicia cum suis sequacibus super ipsam trabem
ferri quoounque vellent per mundum sine aliqua laesione seu impedimento.
Et quia praedicta fuerunt ita notoria, Alicia fuit iterum citata quod com-
pareret Dubliniee coram domino decano ecclesiae sancti Patricii ad majorem
favorem habendum. Quae ibidem comparuit, et petit diem ad respondendum
sub sufficient! manucaptione, ut putabatur; ipsa ulterius non comparuit,
sed de consilio filii sui et aliorum ignotorum absconsa fuit in villa quousque
habuit ventum versug Angliam, et sic transivit, et sic nescitur quo devenit.
Et quia inventum fuit per inquisitionem et recognitionem dictae Petronillse,
incendio damnatae, quod Willielmus Outlaw consentiens fuerat sortilegio
matris, episcopus fecit eum capi per breve regis et career! mancipari, qui
tandem ad supplicationem magnatum liberatus fuit, conditione tamen quod
cooperiri faceret ecclesiam Beatae Mariae Kilkenniae plumbo, et alias plures
eleemosynas faceret infra certum tempus, quas eleemosynas infra dictum
terminum si non compleret, quod esset in eodem statu quo fuit quando
captus fuit per brevem regium.

Ib. Willielmi Outlawe—There is a curious entry, relating to William
Outlawe, in the Irish Patent Roll of 31 Edward I. William le Kiteler,
mentioned in it, was perhaps the husband of Dame Alice.

Hex JoYianni de Ponte, (recitatur se quere\amWi\\e\im \3t\avre accepisse de
eo quod Willelmus le Kiteler vicecomes libertatis Kilkenniee et alii de prae-
cepto Fulconis de la Freyne senescalli dictffi libertatis, domum ejus apud
Kilkenniam vi et armis ingressi, et ipsam suffodientes, invenerunt 300<M. per
Adam le Blond de Callen et Aliciam uxorem ejus ad custodiendum ei, ut
elicit, traditag, et per ipsum sub terra ibidem absconsas, et noctanter cepe-
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runt et asportaverunt, simul cum 1001. de propriis denariis ipsius Willelmi
inventis); tamen quia ex aliquorum insinuatione Rex intellexit quod prae-
dicti denarii ad se pertinere debent tanquam thesaurum inventum, assignavit
dictum Johannem ad inquirendum veritatem in praemissis, necnon ad ar-
estandos dictos denarios et eos deponendos per visum et testimonium dicti
senescalli in custodia et loco securo sub sigillo dicti Johannis et senescalli
praedicti, donee discussum fuerit in curia Regis ad quem debeant pertinere.
Lym', 20 Mar. an. 80.

Rex vicecomiti Dubliniae, (recitat ostensum esse ex parte Adae le Blund
de Callen et Aliciae uxoris ejus, quod cum ipsi tradissent ad custodiendum
Willielmo Utlawe 3000J. et idem Willelmus eas abscondisset in domo sua
apud Kilkenniam, Willielmus le Kiteler et alii per praeceptum Fulconis de
la Freyne senescalli libertatis Kilkenniae, domum praedictum suffodientes, et
dictam pecuniam invenientes, earn ceperunt; et postea occasiones quaerentes
ut eandem pecuniam sub colore libertatis praedictae esset forisfacta, ipsi
eisdem Adas et Aliciae, licet in nullo deliquerint, homicidium et alia crimina
malitiose [objecerunt], et quod receptassent Roesiam Utlawe super furto
facto rectatam et non convictam, et ipsos Adam et Aliciam et Roesiam apud
Kilkenniam ceperunt, et in prisona detinent, ipsosque morti tradere [mi-
nantur] ; et ulterius recitat quod quaerentes invenerant plegios de clamio suo
prosequendo et etiam manucap tores, videlicet Eustachium le Poer, Mauri-
cium de Carreu, Johannem le Poer;, Stephanum le Poer, Johannem le fiz
Poynz, et Gaillardum de Pontefracto, de habendo corpore in curia libertatis
praedictae ad standum recto, placito tamen de transgressione praedicta prius
in curia Regis terminato) ; prascipit quod ponat per vadia et salvos plegios
praedictos Fulconem et Willelmum le Kiteler, quod sint coram justiciario
Hiberniae ad respondendum dictis Adae, Aliciae, et Roesiae de transgressione
praedicta; et si contingat quod praedictus senescallus cui Rex mandavit quod
dictos Adam, Aliciam, et Roesiam a prisona deliberet, eos deliberare noluerit,
tune ipsos a prisona per manucaptionem praedictam deliberari facere. Teste
ut supra.

Simile breve mandatum est senescallo libertatis Kilkenniaj. Teste ut
supra.

In the Irish Close Roll of 13 Edward III . is the following entry:—
Rex pardonavit Willclmo Outlawe de Kilkennia sectam pacis de feloniis,

etc. 7 Maii.
And in the Irish Close Roll of the 20 of Edward II., two years after the

events related in our narrative, we find him indebted to Roger Outlawe in
the sum of 1000/.

William Outlawe de Kilkennia cognovit teneri fratri Rogero Outlawe
priori hospitalis Sancti Johannis Jerusalem in 1000/. argenti.

P. 2. Artis filium.—It is very probable that this is the translation of
an Irish name of the hobgoblin, or familiar, of Daffie Alice. The name
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given in Holinshed, Artisson, is a mere translation into English from the
Latin Artis filium.

Ib. Johannes le Power.—Sir John le Poer was the last husband of Alice
Kyteler; it is not easy to identify him, as there were several Johns living
at that time. John le Poer, baron of Donoyl, was summoned to parliament
in 1310; he was sheriff of Waterford in 1304. His eldest son Peter le
Poer, baron of Donoyll, married Joan daughter of sir John Wogan, lord
chief justice of the common pleas in Ireland, whose son John had a son
John, who left a daughter and heir, Ismanen, who became the wife of
Nicholas de Bekenfield about 1350. The property of Kilmeaden descended
to a younger branch. The Powers barons of Curraghmore, now repre-
sented by the Marquess of Waterford, were of this family; but Arnold was
of another branch, as hereafter stated.

P. 3. jHEihiopis In the old popish legends, the devils or hobgoblins are
very frequently represented as being black, from which is derived the
modern popular notion relating to the colour of the evil one. The word
eethiops, in low Latin, was used simply to express a person that was black.

Ib. Frater Rogerus Outlawe.—Eoger Outlaw, prior of St. John of
Jerusalem, was appointed lord justice of Ireland or deputy to Sir John
Darcy, lord lieutenant of Ireland, by patent, dated 15 March, 9 Edw. III.
1334. He was first appointed lord deputy of Ireland in 1326, when
Thomas Fitz John earl of Kildare was lord justiciary or lieutenant, and
continued under Sir John Darcy ; again in 1329, and again in 1346. The
patents are enrolled on the Planta Rolls in the Birmingham Tower, 9
Edw. III.

Roger Outlaw commanded an expedition against Brien O'Brien and
other enemies of our lord the king in Munster to Athyssel in Tipperary,
in which Arnold Outlawe commanded eleven men at arms and forty-eight
footmen, 4 Edward III. This Arnold was most likely the son of William
Outlawe and the protegee of John le Poer. John le Poer received 81. for
four services on the same occasion.

The name of William Outlawe appears on the Pipe Roll in Meath, 6
Ric. II. 1382.

The family of Utlagh were seated in Dublin and filled several situations
in the corporation.

Ib. Dominus Arnaldus le Pouwer—This man was lord of Coulmac-
samny, in the county of Waterford, and succeeded his brother Robert in
that estate in 1308. They were the sons of Robert le Poer of that place.
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He was a commissioner to inquire into the lands of those who assisted
Edward Bruce, 1320. His son Eustace succeeded him in 1336.

P . 4. Prioratum de Kenles.—Kells was a walled town in the county of
Kilkenny; it was founded by Geoffery Fitz Robert, who obtained the
barony of Kells from Strongbow ; it was made a borough, and received a
charter of incorporation for the health of his soul and that of earl Richard
his lord. In 1193 the same Geoffrey founded here a priory for regular
canons of St. Augustin, and brought the priests from the priory of Bodmin
in Cornwall; viz. Reginald de Aclond, Hugh le Rous, Alured and Algar, of
whom Reginald was the first prior, and was succeeded by Hugh le Rous.
Alured was first prior of Inisteoge; and Algar, being sent to Rome, be-
came a bishop in Lombardy.

Geoffrey granted considerable possessions to this house, and in due time
the prior was summoned to parliament, and became one of the lords
spiritual of the Irish Parliament, and so continued till the dissolution of
monasteries. The barony of Kells was granted to Arnold le Poer for
life ; and on his death it was granted to Walter de Birmingham, nephew
to John earl of Louth, who was summoned to parliament as lord of
Kells in Ossory, and died in 1350 ; his only son, Walter, dying without
issue, his only sister Margaret became his heir, and carried the barony in
fee to the Prestons; her son Christopher Preston became lord of Kells in
Ossory, and was also a peer as lord of Gormanstoun. Robert Preston, her
great-grandson, was allowed precedence of the lord of Slane, as lord of
Kells in Ossory, in 1462. This town is now but a small village, containing
altogether about 1700 inhabitants, chiefly agriculturists. At the dissolution
the priory was granted to James earl of Ormond.

Ib. In partibus de Clomore.—There are two places called Clonmore in
the county of Kilkenny, one of which is a parish and a rectory near Carrick
on Suire.

Ib. Stephanus le Pouwer He was of a junior branch of the lord
Arnold's family, and son of another Stephen, who married Margaret,
daughter and heir of Andrew de Birmingham. He held the office of
serjeant or bailiff of the cantred now called the barony of Overk, one of
the baronies or hundreds, as they are termed in the English counties, whose
duty it was to execute the writs and warrants of the seneschal of the
counties palatine and the sheriffs of other counties. In many counties of
Ireland in these early times offices were hereditary.

The branch of the noble family from which Arnold descended was from
Walter le Poer, who was lord of the manor of Dumbratyn and Rathgor-
muck, in the county of Cork, and married Feya, daughter and heir of
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William Deincourt, lord of Incheth and Lisnekill, in Tipperary, in the
county of Tipperary, by whom he had

Benedict le Poer, lord of the same and of Gras Castle, in right of his
wife Margaret, daughter and heir of William de Gras, of Gras Castle in
Tipperary, by whom he had many sons : 1 le Poer, who was father
of Eustace le Poer, who was summoned to parliament in 1295, as lord le
Poer, and married the daughter and coheir of Sir William de Odingsels,
lord of Maxtock and Solehall Wolverley in Warwickshire, and relict of
Peter de Birmingham, but had no issue; 2. Walter, heir to his brother:
8. Benedict, father of Stephen, who had a son, Stephen, sergeant of Overk,
mentioned in p. 4.

Walter le Poer, lord of Gras Castle, &c. married Amicia, an heiress,
and had a son, Walter, who died without issue ; and

Matthew le Poer, heir to his father, who married twice: first, Matilda
; and, secondly, Dionysia, who succeded him, and had dower in

1280 ; by which wife he had the issue does not appear, but he had seven
sons.

Walter le Poer, lord of Gras Castle, &c. who was father of
Arnold le Poer, lord of the manors of Kilmehide, Balvhavenan, Tylagh,

Balytarsyn, Boneston, Burgage, Aleynestoun, Gras Castle, Crohan, Moy-
tober, and Garth, in Kilkenny and Tipperary; also of Kenles in Kilkenny,
and Castle Warny, Ughterard, Contyberbeg, and Lynetstoun in Kildare.
He was married to Agnes , who survived him, and had dower in
1337. He was seneschal of the palatine counties of Kilkenny and Carlow,
and the person mentioned in this narrative. He died in the tower-prison
of the castle of Dublin, now called the Record Tower. His son and heir,
Eustace le Poer, married Matilda de Birmingham, daughter and coheir of
John de Birmingham, Earl of Louth (the general of the Irish army in
1315. who defeated Edward Bruce in the battle where that prince was
killed"), by Avelina, daughter of Walter son of Walter de Burgo earl of
Ulster. His son, Arnold le Poer, had livery 7 April, 37th Edw. III .
1362. It is not necessary to trace this pedigree further.

The power of the church, or rather of ecclesiastics, is exhibited strongly
in the fate of Sir Thomas Bath, lord of Lowth, a descendant of Catharine,
the youngest daughter of the same earl, who by statute passed 1459, in
the parliament held at Drogheda, on the allegation, as recited in preamble,
of having put out the eyes of one master John Stackboll, a priest, and
doctor of the four degrees, and cut out his tongue, which, by the grace,
mediation, and miraculous power of the Virgin Mary, were restored to
him, was deprived of his peerage and place in parliament, and rendered
incapable of holding office ! Lest this should be considered an exaggeration,
we insert the statute :
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" Drogheda, Friday next after the feast of St. Blaise, before
Richard duke of York, &c. 38 Hen. VI. 1459.

" Item, prayen the commons — That whereas Sir Thomas Bath, knight,
pretending to be lord of Lowth, whereunto he hath no title of inheritance,
at such time as he was in the realme of England, used such conversation
and ill conduct as caused him to be committed to the prison of Ludgate,
in the city of London, from which prison he was delivered and redeemed,
by the aid, labour, and succour of his brother, Bartholomew Bath, and after
sued our sovereign lord the king for the office of escheater of Ireland, by
which he falsely disseised Sir John Pilkington, knt. to whom and his heirs
the said office was granted by king Henry IV. He accused master John
Stackboll, doctor of each degree, of high treason, who was acquitted, whom
the said Sir Thomas robbed and plundered so much, that the said master
John obtained the pope's bull to Edmund bishop of Meath, to declare the
said Sir Thomas excommunicate until he restored the said John his goods,
who being disobedient, the bishop at Navan, on a market day, in solemn
procession, excommunicated the said Sir Thomas in obedience to the pope's
command, and desired that in any town, where the said Sir Thomas should
thereafter come, no baptism or burial should be had or mass sung or said
within three days after his residence there. In which excommunication
the said Sir Thomas remains, continuing in his malicious, inhuman, and
diabolical obstinacy against the church of God. And not yet content
nor satisfied with the intent and gratification of his said malice, caused
certain of his servants to go to the abbey of Navan, where the said
master John was, and violently took him out of the church of our
blessed Lady there and carried him to Wilkinstoun, and there kept him in
prison and cut out his tongue; and, in their estimation, put out his eyes;
after which he was again carried to the said church, and cast before our,
blessed Lady, by the grace and mediation and miraculous power of whom
he was restored to his sight and tongue. Whereupon it being considered,
that, if due and severe punishment be not herein made and provided, no man
will fear to offend against the church of God, or the censures of the
ministers thereof, or the laws, liberties, privileges, and immunities thereof,
it was ordained that proclamation be made, that the said Sir Thomas should
appear before the duke of York, on Tuesday next, before the feast of Saint
Patrick next ensuing, and if he shall not appear, to be out of the king's
protection, and forfeit all his lands to the king. And also it is ordained,
that the said Sir Thomas never shall have place in the said parliament of the
said land, or hold any office therein, by the grant of our sovereign lord.
And proclamation was accordingly made two several days."

After this, this nobleman's name appears described in subsequent statutes
and records as Sir Thomas Bath, late lord ofLouth ! ! !
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Ib. ContratcB.—A cantred, in Ireland and Wales, was a district an-
swering to what in England is called a hundred. The name is interpreted
as signifying a hundred vills or parishes.

Ib. Quee vulgariter OuerJce appettatur.—Overk is from 4b a river,
eofic of salmon. It is a barony bounded on the south-east by the Suire
river, and by a little stream which runs into that river near Waterford. It
no doubt has its name from the great abundance of salmon in the Suire,
which divides the county from Waterford.

P. 5. Autenticum.—A writ, or warrant.

P 5. Quod a nemine absolvipotestis.—Under the Romish church there
was a special division and limitation of the jurisdiction of the different orders
of the hierarchy in absolving from different sins, and from ecclesiastical
excommunication. The following extract from a manuscript of the fifteenth
century (MS. Bibl. Burney, No. 356, fo. 80. v°.) gives memorial verses
enumerating the cases which were left to the parish priest, those which
could not be solved by one less than a bishop, and those which came only
within the limits of the pope's personal power.

Casus quibus solus papa absolvit.
Incestum faciens, deflorans, aut homicida,
Sacrilegus, patris percussor, vel sodomita,
Pontificem quaeras papam ; si miseris ignem,
Si percussisti clerum, Symonve fuisti,
Et si falsasti bullam, papse simul ibis.

Casus quibus papa, sive episcopus, sive alius eorum potestate accepta,
absolvit.

Si qua suffocat partum, aut negligit occat,
Si pater aut mater violenter laeditur, aut si
Quis brutale nephas facit, aut in proditionem
Qui proprium dominum perimit, vel in ecclesia qui
Sacra laedit graviter, vel qui mcechatur in ilia,
Qui matrem, cognatam polluit, atque sororem, :

Praesulis arbitrio licet occulti subeant hii.

Quicquid hie dicitur, hoc teneas quod sacerdos parochialis potest de omni
peccato absolvere poenitentem, nisi ligatus esset aliqua sententia excommu-
nicationis vel irregularitatis, cujus absolutio vel dispensatio ad papam vel
episcopum pertinet, vel nisi esset consuetudo in aliquo episcopatu ut de certis
criminibus episcopus consuleret.

Non scelus enorme vitii solvas sine papa;
Sacrilegus, cleri percussor sive parentum,
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Occisor fratris, puerorum, vel mulierum,
Ecclesise sanctae violator in igne vel ense,
Aut habitu, coitu duplex incestus, aut omnis adulter,
Plenius ut doceam jungantur et hiis homicidae,
Perjurus domini, in corpore crismate turpe,
Quis faciens ista poenas ineant graviores,
Tales vel similes Romam vadant, nisi sexus
Obstet femineus, aut debilis aut senis aetas ;
Tune dispensetur de consilio seniorum.
Puniat ecclesia plus occulto manifestum ;
Dictos qui possunt sine papa solvere solvant;
Quidam majorum solvant hos clave suorum.

P. 6. Clamor em et hutesium.—Hue and cry. To raise the hue it was
necessary to have horns. The hue and cry were properly raised upon a
thief, and would have been peculiarly degrading in the case of a bishop.

P. 10. Walterum de Isteleppe.—Walter de Istelep was by patent, dated
27 Oct. 1310, appointed escheater of Ireland: his accounts are on the
pipe-roll of 6 Edw. II. and 7 Edw. II. In 1317 he had a grant of Cradorthen
in Kildare, late the estate of John de Boneville, attainted as a felon.
On the ] 6 Nov. 1317, he was absent in England, and Roger Outlawe, prior of
Kilmainham, was appointed to execute the office of treasurer of Ireland.
In 1322 he in conjunction with Thomas le Boteller had the custody of
the lands &c. of Gilbert de Clare earl of Gloucester and Hereford, in Ire-
land ; viz. the manors of Kilkenny, Callan, Dunfert, Ballycallan, with their
members Ballydowell, Letherden, Clontipered, Newtoun, Old Geripont,
&c. together with a stone house in Kilkenny. In 1334 Fromond le Bruen
alienated the manor of Rabo to Walter de Istelep without license from the
crown. Walter was keeper of the liberty of Kilkenny. In the year
last-mentioned the lands of Walter de Istelep were seised into the king's
hands; viz. in Meryong, Dovenathbrok, and Thomcastle, in the county of
Dublin, for the sum of 1332Z. 17*. \±d. recovered against him by the king,
in the court of exchequer in England, for divers concealments and improper
allowances in his account as escheater. They were granted to Thomas
Bagod, he rendering their true annual value. (Pipe Roll). In 1326 he
was made treasurer of Ireland (Pat. Roll.) In 1336 he obtained a
charter of peace or acquittal and pardon of all transgressions, except
the death of Englishmen, arson, and adherence to the Scottish enemies.
(Pat. Roll.) Walter de Istelep was an Englishman, and related to
Simon de Istelip, or Islip, archbishop of Canterbury, perhaps his brother;
for we find on the Rolls of Parliament the primate's name spelled Istelep,
as well as Islip.
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Ib. Scripturam Mam cum solutaribus propriis fricavit.—This is a
curious instance of the manufacture of a forged document, a species of fraud
which was very common in the middle ages. Many forged charters are
found among the old monastic deeds, which were made in most cases for
the purpose of enforcing or defending claims that were otherwise un-
certain.

P. 11. Episcopi Loglinensis.—Meiler le Power was at this time bishop
of Leighlin. He was uncle to Arnold le Poer.

P. 12. Willelmum de Rodyerd, decanum eccl. metrop—Rot. Pipae 5
Edw. III. 1331: William de R. dean of St. Patrick's, Dublin, collector of
the decime biennialis granted by the clergy of Ireland to Edw. II. rendered
an account of the produce as follows :

j£. s. d.
Province of Dublin .

Armagh . . . .
Cashell
Tuam . .

527 11 6-J-
This William de Rodyerd, dean of St. Patrick's, was made chief justice

of the king's bench, 5 Edw. III. 1331.

P. 13. Cornitatus de Carlagh.—The county of Carlow lies between
the counties of Dublin, Kildare, and Kilkenny. It was part of the king-
dom of Leinster, and fell to the share of the earls of Norfolk in the
division, and became a county palatine, of which Arnold le Poer was
seneschal, as well as of Kilkenny, then the estate of Richard de Clare
earl of Gloucester. The seneschal was chief judge, as well as invested
with all the power of the sheriff of other counties, and represented the
lord of the palatinate; therefore the bishop complained that it would not
be safe for him to pass through it.

The name means the town on the Leinster ford, C4tf4itl 4ol 43: it
stands on the Barrow river, and a fine old castle commanded the pass, which
fell a few years since, in consequence of a gentleman named Middleton
making alterations in it with a view to render it habitable.

P. 14. Trutannus . . . . cum suo hordys.—The term trutannus was
applied to a monk who quitted his own monastery, or to a priest or eccle-
siastic who wandered from his parish or diocese. It is here intended as a
sneer upon bishop Ledrede for having quitted his own country (England)
to become an interloper among the prelates of Ireland. See further on,
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p. 17. There is a good deal of national jealousy exhibited in these trans-
actions. I believe that hordys means dirt.

P. 16. Willelmum de Notyngham.—The Nottingham family were lords
of Thomcastle, now called the Black Rock, in the county of Dublin.
Robert de Nottingham was bailiff of Dublin in 1300, and obtained the
manor of Lucan, by marrying with the heir of John de Hawsted, or
Hausted. These estates passed to John de Bathe, who married Eglantine,
sister and heir of William de Nottingham, son and heir of Robert de
Nottingham. This Robert was mayor of Dublin, 1321, and William was
his son and heir, 1324. His widow, Eglantine, married Robert Bagod, and
was living in 1330.

The first de Nottingham mentioned was a chief justice in 1260. His name
was Alexander de Nottingham. His son and heir, Alexander, obtained the
manor of Nobber, in Meath, from Matilda de Lacy, and left three daughters
his coheirs: Matilda, who married, first, William de Laundres; secondly,
John de Boneville ; and, thirdly, le Boteller ; she levied a fine of
Nobber, 6 Edw. 1. 1277 ; the other daughters were Joan and Margaret.

We find a John de Nottingham, of Dublin, ] 327, who had a son, Robert.
A family of the name possessed Ballyowen, in the county of Dublin, temp.
Elizabeth.

P. 17. Insula sanctorum.—Ireland, so commonly called from the number
of pious persons who sought retirement there in the earlier ages of western
Christianity. Messingham's work on the chief Irish Saints is entitled Insula
Sanctorum. According to the Irish antiquaries, Ireland was a holy island
before Christianity, being dedicated to Astarte, the Phoenician goddess of
long voyages.

Ib. Quatuor episcopi, scilicet Fernensis, Darensis, Ymelacensis, et
lAfsmorensis.—Adam de Northampton was the bishop of Ferns ; Walter
le Veele, alias Calf, was bishop of Kildare (Darensis Episc.) ; the bishop
of Emly (afterwards joined to the bishopric of Casnel) was William
Rogheved or Roghead (t. e. rough-head) ; the see of Lismore was occu-
pied by John Leynagh, who succeeded in 1323, and held the see till 1354.
Adam de Northampton was the second Bishop of Ferns of the name;
he succeeded 1312, and died 1346. Richard de Northampton was in-
vested with the temporalities 13 Oct. 1282, and died 1303.

Walter le Veele, or Calf, of Calfstown, was in 1299, chancellor of the
cathedral of Kildare, was elected bishop of Kildare, the same year, and was
consecrated in the church of St. Patrick's, Dublin, in 1300. He pur-
chased the manor or barony of Norragh, in Kildare, from Geoffrey de
Norragji, while bishop, and died in 1332. John Calf, or Le Veel, son of
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William Calf, and nephew to the bishop, succeeded to his estates, and, Nor-
ragh being held by barony, was styled baron ofNorragh, as was Sir Robert
Calf, his son, who was summoned to a grand council as baron of Norragh,
in 1372. Elizabeth Calf, or Le Veel, Sir Robert's only daughter and heir,
was wife of William Wellesley, of Baronsrath, who was styled baron of
the Norragh, in right of his wife, whose heirs were styled barons of the
Norragh, while they held that estate, down to the time of Charles the first.
This is a strong case of the descent of a barony by tenure passing in
Ireland to a purchaser, and by a female from one family to another. It
was not, however, a peerage, but a barony of the palatinate or kingdom of
Leinster, and county of Kildare.

P. 23. Apud Acheth.—Aihy, in the town of Kildare, a town or ford of
the Barrow—45 a ford, 0 5 or veac, a house, the house at the ford.
In the Four Masters, the meaning is thus explained: An &ox> Hugh's
ford. It may be e4C AV, the ford of the horse. It was the pass from
Dublin to Laix and Kilkenny.

Ib. Robertum de Bristollia, Sfc.—The family of Brittolio, Brittolia,
Bristollia, or Bristow, were very early settled in Tipperary, and possessed
there large estates; Roger de Wigornia (de Braose) granted the manor of
Ballydownan to magister Richard de Brittolio, in the reign of king John.
His descendant, James Britten, alias de Britollia, was in possession of that
estate in 1622. It appears to have been forfeited in 1641. Many of this
family appear on the records of Ireland. Various persons of the name of
Lange also occur in the Irish rolls. In the Rot. Claus. 14 Ed. I I . we find
this entry:—Willelmus Payn, Rogerus Payn, et Rogerus filius Alexandri
de Boly, recognoverunt debere Willelmo filio Gregorii 2 marcas argenti, 22
Jul., no doubt referring to the " Willelmum Payne de Boly" of the text.

P. 26. Johannem de Rocheford.—The noble family of de Rupeforti, or
Rochford, was possessed of great estates in Ireland from the conquest,
and their descendants still possess considerable estates at this day in
Kildare, Carlow, and Westmeath. John de Rochford was sheriff of the
church lands, or crosses, in Kilkenny, although that county was a pala-
tine. He was probably the same John de Rocheford who married Mabella,
widow of Richard Tirrell, baron of Castellknock, in the county of Dublin,
who was living at that time, 1324.

P. 27. Ut inquisitionis, etc These are the first words of the chapter of
the Constitutions of Clemens V. (liber v. de Haereticis,tit.ii. cap. 18), entitled,
Episcopis et inquisitioribus hceresis non resistant sed omnino pareant
domini temporales et de eo crimine non cognoscant; alias prout dicitur
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Me puniuntur, and commencing, Ut inquisitionis negotium contra hsereti-
cam pravitatem ad Dei gloriam, etc.

P . 28. De plumbo cooperiret.—The covering of the church with lead is:
mentioned in the brief account of this transaction in the Chronicle of Ire-
land, published by Camden, quoted in a former note.

P. 37. Duabus ecclesiis in Ossoria, scilicet Balygaveran et Gavilmoy.
—The church of Ballygaveran is Gowran. Bally is merely the Irish for
town, and Gaveran would, in Irish, be nearly pronounced as Gowran now
is. Gowran is a rectory in the rural deanery of Claragh and diocese of
Ossory. In the regal Visitation Book of 1615 is the following entry.
(< Erant ibidem ab antiquo quatuor vicarii in parvo collegio, et quilibet
eorum recepit ex decimis illius villae ad valorem viginti marcarum: eorum
erat officium interesse divinis in ecclesia parochiali de Gowran. Nunc
eorum alimonia et sustentatio confertur in unum prsedicatorem, qui habitat
in dicto collegio, et totaliter recepit fructus illius parochise ut rector ejus-
dem.—Robertus Cook, minister et praedicator: valor 501."

Gabelmoy.—There is a place in Kilkenny called Galmoy, of which Sir
Edward Butler was created viscount by patent, dated 31 Jan. 1645; the
title was attainted in 1691. It is very common in Ireland for parishes to
bear two or three names, and this was one so circumstanced. There is no
church or benefice in the diocess of Ossory bearing that name now.

P. 40. In mille libris.—Perhaps the following- entry in the Irish Close
Roll of 18 Ed. II . (the date of the prosecution of Alice Kyteler) has some
connection with this transaction :—Rogerus Outlawe prior Sancti Jo-
hannis Jerusalem in Hibernia, Willelmus de Druhull, Rogerus de Pembrok,
milites, Fulco de Fraxineto, Johannes filius Ricardi l'Ercedekne, Henricus
de Valle, Ricardus de Rupeforti, Tancardus l'Ercedekne, Walterus de
Rupeforti, Henricus de Druhul, et Johannes de Pembrok, recognoverunt
teneri Ricardo Ossoriensi episcopo in 1000£. sterlingorum. 25 Jan—Et
postea dictus episcopus coram Willelmo de Bardelby tune custode rotulorum
recognovit satisfactionem.


